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Big Rideau Lake 

Association Board 

Minutes  

  

Place:  Cow Island  Date August 18, 2012 Time 
 

10:00 pm 

Persons Present                                                                                                                    Regrets 

 

Melanie Sterling – Website 

Barbara Keays – Treasurer 

Dianna Petrie – Membership 

Gordon Southam - Environment  

Beth Evans – Recreation 

Hugh Burrows – Adam Lake 

Bill Belanger 

John Callan  

Doug Good 

Mary Sue Evans – Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Toby Spry – President 

Bonnie O’Brien – Finance 

Doug Arrand – Cow Island 

 

Prepared By:  
Mary Sue Evans 
 

Call to Order   10:18 a.m. Action By 
 

Approval of Agenda  

 

The meeting came to order at 10:18 a.m. with quorum 

present and with Melanie Sterling chairing the meeting.  

Melanie welcomed the members. 

 

On a motion by Beth Evans and seconded by Barb Keays 

and unanimously carried, it was resolved that the BRLA 

Board approves the minutes from July 14, 2012. 

 

Approved 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 

Barb provided the board with the following update: 

 Cash flow $3627 

 Taxes have been paid 

 Transferred $5K into investment 

 All other smalls bills paid 

 Will now be paying Lake 88.1 for firework 

advertisements 

 

 Barb will be emailing the members with the names of 6 

people to call for renewing their 2012 membership.  Ideally 

Barb Keays 
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would like to hit the 300 member mark. 

 

It was discussed that Rideau Ferry area residents and 

cottagers felt alienated saying all events are held in 

Portland area.  Melanie suggested changing location for 

some events next year.  Possibly work with the Yacht Club 

in Rideau Ferry. 

 

It was suggested that it was worth looking into reviving the 

dinner dance next year and host it at the Shipwreck 

Restaurant.  John Callan offered to approach Dallas 

Kennedy.  Would be a way of giving business in Rideau 

Ferry and not spending money externally. 

 

Melanie spoke to members about our last dinner dance and 

they liked the high end dinner, candles and could speak 

during the meal.  The dancing was a big success. 

 

The Shipwreck does have a large screened in area.  Bill 

feels Dallas would be interested in doing this.  Would there 

be docking available?  John says the Shipwreck controls 

the approximately 6 available spots. 

 

Doug Good spoke about timing for this event.  Possibly the 

3
rd

 week in July.  John will visit with Dallas this week to 

see if she will become a member and if she would be 

interested in hosting this event at her restaurant.  Dinner 

Dance Last year we cleared about $450 – $500.  $50 a 

person and we were sold out at 100 people. 

 

John suggested that maybe this shouldn’t be looked at as a 

fundraiser.  Dallas could put up posters.  Lots of traffic. 

 

Another possible venue would be The Canada Club on the 

North Shore 

 

Summer Camp 
 

The township is running a camp at Sand Lake and bussing 

kids in from all over.  Possibly have a bus/boat to get them 

to Cow. Doug offered to find out if there were kids at 

cottages involved in this camp. 

 

Driftwords 
 

Driftwords has not been mailed out.  It is on the website.  
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Barb mentioned that after this one it will be sent only via 

email. We have 80 that we mail out to currently.    

 

The next Driftwords is out in November.  Mary Sue will 

give an update on the Regatta.   Gord has a friend who is a 

marine biologist and would be interested in joining the 

board next year.  He will ask her if she would like to write 

an article on the algae. 

 

Melanie can put a note out for articles and photos in 

Driftwords.  Beth would need them by the middle of 

October.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Appreciation 

 

All summer activities are done except for the volunteer 

appreciation.  Mary Sue will send out an email to the board 

to remind them to send the names of people attending. 

Melanie will pick up the food and Beth and Mary Sue will 

pick up the wine/beer etc.  Background music will be 

provided. 

 

Cow Island 

 

Melanie reported on behalf of Doug Arrand 

 

On July 30
th

 the committee met with the Rideau dock crew: 

 

 Installed new heavy duty hinges on the dock – with 

the hinges replaced last fall there should be no dock 

separation 

 Moved the docks back to their original location 

 Installed 2 more anchors (250 lbs each) on the north 

side of the dock to assist in stabilizing the docks 

 Doug felt we may need more 

 They discovered some of our anchor chains have 

caught under a log and too deep to free 

 Robert van Slooten and his son have offered to use 

their diving equipment to free up the chains and to 

look for lost anchors  

 Chain lines have been adjusted 

 Rideau dock staff  recommended that we purchase 

more ropes to attach the chains to shore for this 

coming winter 

 The black cherry tree that came down in an earlier 

storm has been cut up and cleared 
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Doug visited the island on August 6
th

 to assist in any 

cleanup after the regatta if necessary.  Chris Columba(sp) 

was there and announced to Doug that he was going to 

build a skid to slide the catamaran into and out of the lake.  

He said he would be using the lumber that had been set 

aside for storing the hazard buoys during the winter.  Doug 

wanted to know if someone on the board had approved his 

actions as it did not appear to matter when Doug 

challenged him as to his authority.  He also wanted the 

combination to the utility shed to use some tools.  Doug 

opened it for him as he is not aware that Chris is on any 

committee that would entitle him to such info and 

privileges. 

 

Doug did not have the pleasure of working with Zack this 

season as he was never on the island on the days / nights 

Doug was there.  He suggested the board consider having 

an employee be a part of the Cow Island Committee so the 

work could be co-ordinated and some gentle supervision be 

carried out unless this individual is volunteering. 

 

Doug is pleased with the shape and with the increased 

traffic on Cow. 

 

Other Business 

 

Doug Good took a look at the Teron Island where people 

had found the dead fishers.  He saw 8 vultures along the 

shoreline.  He had contacted Mike Dube of MNR and is 

waiting to hear back. 

 

Mary Sue received an email from BRLA member Jeff 

Magwood expressing his concern on rumours that the home 

on Col. By Island was going to be torn down.   Doug Good 

may be able to shed some light on this one as perhaps the 

Portland Historical Society knows if it's slated to be torn 

down. If Parks Canada owns the building and if it is in as 

bad a shape as they say, it may very well be a safety hazard 

to the public. Jeff said he was certain we could generate a 

business plan and cottager-interest to save it if need be.  He 

has a few ideas, the interest and the skill-set to help make it 

happen if the board sees it has merit. 

 

Melanie would like to give a heads up to members when 

the locks are closing.  Doug Good said he has had a 

meeting with Gord Brown MP on the fees and the hours.  
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Yesterday the ministry of environment and the mayors met 

on this and the superintended of the Rideau Canal met and 

there was a round table last Wednesday on the topic.  

Rideau Canal is proposing cut backs in the hours in the 

spring and fall.  We may be affected with the fees.  

Possibly an article for Driftwords in November if it has 

been confirmed.   

 

Col By Island could also be affected.   

 

Youth program 

 

Bill spoke to a number of young people this summer and 

got a positive response.    His plan is to establish a date in 

early July and send notice to members to invite their youth 

13 – 18 to come to a meeting and discuss “what do you 

want to do? “  He feels that the youth will want to plan 

themselves.   It is possible that this will help recruiting for 

members of the BLRA.  Couple of requirements, - all 

communication is done by email; absolutely everyone who 

is registered will receive all emails.  If a youth wants to 

email an idea then everyone gets it.  No individual emails.  

Anyone involved make an open commitment to enhance 

the BRLA and the lake.  A couple of adults will have to be 

on the island during these events. 

 

Beth suggested creating a BLRA Youth Group email 

address. 

 

This should be in the winter edition of Driftwords with a 

date. 

 

Private buoys – Parks Canada are going to cut the ones 

along Col By islands.  The BRLA should not take an action 

with this. 

 

Environment 

 

Hugh will do his own testing and Bill offered to assist.  The 

lake partnership should be every month.  He needs to get 

the kit from the ministry.  

 

Other Business 

 

Diane Hambelton as a Trophy dated 1915 so we now have 

something physical with 1915.  Doug will check the 
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archives of EMC at the Smiths Falls library.  Ken Watson 

said he saw something in the citizen for 1914.  Ken will be 

speaking on Monday evening at the Hall. 7:30. 

 

On a motion by Barb Keays and seconded by Bill Belanger  

and unanimously carried, it was resolved that the BRLA 

Board meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.  

 

 

 


