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Big Rideau Lake 

Association 

Board Minutes  

  

Place:  Portland Community Hall  Date July 19, 2014 Time 
 

9:30 am 

Persons Present                                              Guest                                                         Regrets 

 

Doug Good – President 

Brian Hawkins – Treasurer 

Lyse Prendergast – Communications 

John Callan  - Membership 

Doug Kirkland – Gov’t Affairs 

Mary Sue Evans – Secretary 

Toby Spry – Marine Safety 

Bill Belanger – Youth Program 

Hugh Burrows – Adam Lake 

 

 

 

Caitlan Orbanek 

 

 

 

  

Beth Evans – Driftwords 

Doug Arrand – Cow Island Chair 

 

 
Prepared By:  
Mary Sue Evans 
 

Call to Order   9:45.m. Action By 
 

President’s Report 

 

Doug attended Rideau Lakes Township meeting last week.  

There was a presentation on the septic inspection.  They did 

a survey 2 years ago and only 60 people responded in all of 

Rideau Lakes.  They discussed whether or not they should 

stay with the volunteer enforcement in Rideau Lakes 

Townships 

 

Doug   

Approval of Minutes  

 

On a motion by Hugh Burrows and seconded by Brian 

Hawkins and unanimously carried, it was resolved that 

the BRLA Board approves the minutes from June 14, 

2014. 

 

All 
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Treasurers Report 

 

Since the board's last meeting in June there have been 

approximately over 30 new members.  We should now be 

close to 235 - 240 members. 
  

Our financials are stable.  Ideally we would not like to dip 

into our reserves. 
  

At the May 11, 2013 BRLA Board meeting, it was moved 

and approved to forward member Environmental donations 

directly to the RLEF in the donor’s name so that the RLEF 

could issue a charitable tax receipt directly back to the 

member.  We have since been advised that the RLEF can 

only issue tax receipts for donations made directly to it, not 

through a third party. 
  

On a motion by Hugh Burrows and seconded by Lyse 

Prendergast and unanimously carried, it was resolved 

that the BRLA Board revoke the May 11, 2013  motion 

that the money identified for environment activities will 

go to the RLEF. 
  

Doug Good will write an article about this for Driftwords.  

This should show up in a special box format so that it is 

highlighted to get people's attention. 
  

Doug Kirkland acknowledged that there is a disconnect with 

those people who have cottages on an island where they 

depend on the water to get them back and forth compared to 

those who are landowners.  People have made major 

investments on their cottages.  How do we make them 

understand that the quality of the lake is important?  The last 

lake study was done in 1982.  

 

Doug Good thanked John Callan for being a champion for 

his road and for signing up new members.  Doug asked that 

all members who are part of a road association to be a road 

champion. 
 

Brian has received Dianna Petrie's letter of resignation from 

the board.  Since Dianna was authorized to sign cheques 

Doug Good will replace her as signing authority. 
  

On a motion by John Callan and seconded by Doug 

Kirkland and unanimously carried, it was resolved that 

the BRLA Board approves Doug Good as assigned 

Brian   
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cheque signing authority. 
 
 

The BRLA received an anonymous donation of $3K which 

is to go towards the fireworks. 
  

We received the fireworks invoice from Hands for $9500.  

We have the cash to pay this and will not dip into our 

reserves. 
  

Doug Kirkland said the Heritage Canada donation started 

for Centennial year.  Since Canada's 150th will be in 2017 

we should continue to submit every year for the fireworks 

funding.  July 1, 2017 lands on a Saturday. 

 

Membership 

 
John said he is going door to door on his road.  The majority of 

people are not members.  All board members should be 

responsible for recruiting people to join.  There are 

very few numbers past the rocky narrows. 

  

There was a suggestion that we have the option to automatically 

renew option on the website, 

  

Doug Good asked Kristy Giles from the RVCA for a map that 

shows the roads going into the Rideau Lake.  He has yet to hear 

back from her and John will contact her in Manotick. 

 

John 

 

Communications 

 

Automatic renewal is an option that we can offer to our 

members and Lyse will investigate. 

 

Lyse and Brian will be meeting with Burt our web designer 

at Webfusion next week.  We have paid for what we have 

now but there are some future directions that we might want 

to go.  At the moment Lyse feels we are OK other than a 

few cosmetic changes. 

Lyse 

Driftwords 

 

Beth needs your articles by the end of July 

 

Beth 

Youth 

 

If possible Bill would like to get the email addresses from 

past participants of the sailing camp. 

Bill 
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A Facebook page has been created. 

 

This afternoon there will be a primitive fire making course 

on Cow Island. 

 

New Business 

 

The BRLA needs an Environmental Director.  We should 

send an email to our membership with an appeal.  Also post 

this on the website, Facebook and in Driftwords.  It was 

suggested that we ask people from the various road 

associations. 

 

Brian has wondered why the RLEF does no environmental 

advocacy work on our behalf.  Michael Peterson, at the 

AGM,  pointed out that as a registered charity; the RLEF is 

prohibited by law from advocacy. 

 

It can only fund programmes that meet its mission. 

 

This makes it even more important that we have an 

Environmental Director to initiate programmes and respond 

to crises, using financial support from the RLEF. 

 

We have been handed an opportunity, in the Westport 

dumping crisis, to involve and motivate our members to 

become engaged. 

 

It may be too late to take full advantage of that now. 

 

What is our objective?  Lyse offered to draft one. 

 

All 

Westport Dumping Situation 

 

There is a Westport Council meeting on August 18
th

 at 7:30 

pm.  We are concerned with what is happening as the Big 

Rideau Lake is lower on the system.  Doug Good offered to 

speak on behalf of the BRLA.  Doug Kirkland and John 

Callan said they will attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All 
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Crisis Poster 

 

Brian produced some examples of a poster that we will have 

laminated and posted at the marinas.  It was suggested that 

we mail out a poster along with Mike Peterson’s letter about 

the Westport issue. 

 

Caitlain suggested adding the poster as an attachment on an 

email. 

 

All 

Membership Survey 

 

Jennifer Trant offered to assist us in preparing this survey.  

It will not be completed until the end of the summer.  

Possibly this will not be sent out until the early spring. 

 

All 

Fishing Tournaments 

 

An email was sent to the BRLA with a concern about the 

number of bass tournaments being held on the lake as the 

volume boats are increasing. 

 

Questions were raised as to who authorizes the tournaments 

on the lake.  What are the policing issues? How many fish 

are kept? Do you need a special event licence? 

 

Doug Kirkland addressed this with the MNR and Tourism in 

the 1990’s and they were met with a negative response. 

 

Doug Kirkland will write a letter and send it to the MNR 

and Parks Canada.  Once and answer is given we will let our 

members know.   

 

All 

Upcoming Events 

 

Regatta 

 

The Regatta will be held on Saturday August 2 and the rain 

date August 3.  The Dunlop sisters will again run this event 

but we will have to look for someone to take over for next 

year. 

 

BBQ and Flotilla 

 

The BBQ will take place on August 9
th

 on Cow Island.  The 

cost will be $50 per person with $25 going towards the 
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BRLA.  Doug Good is still working on the cost of the food.  

Following the dinner will be a flotilla. 

 

Poker Run 

 

There will be no poker run this year. 

 

Year End Fireworks 

 

There is no cost to the BRLA but we have yet to hear from 

one of the marinas.  There is an issue as to Mike Peterson’s 

availability.  It was decided that we will cancel this event. 

 

On a motion by Brian Hawkins and seconded by John 

Callan and unanimously carried, it was resolved that the 

BRLA Board approves the cancellation of the year end 

fireworks. 

 

Day Camp 

 

The day camp has been a success and will break even. 

 

Sailing Camp 

 

The sailing camp went well and broke even.  Thanks to Jen 

Kelly and Jennifer Trant. 

 

Upcoming Board Meetings  

 

Monday August 18 –  9:00 am Portland Community Hall 

 

Bill Bellanger will bring in a consultant at this meeting to 

help us with our mission statement. 

 

  

 


