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Big Rideau Lake 

Association 

Board Minutes  

  

Place:  Portland Community Hall  Date October 11, 2014 Time 
 

9:00 am 

Persons Present                                              Guest                                                         Regrets 

 

Doug Good – President 

Beth Evans – Driftwords 

John Callan  - Membership 

Doug Kirkland – Gov’t Affairs 

Mary Sue Evans – Secretary 

Bill Belanger – Youth Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Brian Hawkins – Treasurer 

Lyse Prendergast – Communications 

Toby Spry – Marine Safety 

Hugh Burrows – Adam Lake 

Mary Ann Calzonetti 

 

 
Prepared By:  
Mary Sue Evans 
 

Call to Order   9:12a.m. Action By 
 

President’s Report 

 

Doug G, Doug K and Bill attended the all candidates 

meeting on October 8
th

.  It was an interesting and 

progressive meeting.   

 

Steve Clark MPP Leeds and Grenville is proposing to 

request a meeting with the Minister of Environment and 

Climate Change.  The BRLA will be asked to send a letter 

saying that we support the meeting.  At present there is no 

guarantee that there will be not be any more effluent 

dumping and if the system was repaired, will it function 

properly.  It was mentioned that the fix for this problem 

would be the MOE coming in and taking it over. 

 

The BRLA request for shoal marker subsidy is being 

considered as part of the budget deliberations. 

 

The docks at Cow Island were taken out last Saturday. 

 

Doug  Good 
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Approval of Minutes  

 

On a motion by Beth Evans seconded by John Callan 

and unanimously carried, it was resolved that the BRLA 

Board approves the minutes from September 13, 2014. 

 

All 

Treasurers Report 

Financial Position 

There has been little activity since Brian’s last report. 

We have received additional revenue from: 

- 2 memberships  $120.00 $120.00 

- 1 prepaid membership for 2015  $  60.00 

                                            Total $180.00 

  

Our new expenses included: 

- Cow Island maintenance supplies $  97.98 $97.98 

- Shoal marker repairs during          $682.58 

the summer   682.58 

                                            Total $780.56 $780.56  

Net change in cash position            -$502.58 

As reported last meeting, our last major expense will be the 

shoal markers removal, around $3,000, but we will not have 

that invoice for another month or so. 

2014 Year End Forecast 

Brian estimates that we will close the 2014 year with a loss 

of roughly $10,000.  This is a change of roughly $13,500 

from 2013. 

2015 Planning 

Brian would like the board to meet in November and work 

on the 2015 budget so we can plan for next year. 

To start the process, during the week of October 25
th

, Brian 

will send everyone a detailed report of our 2014 

expenditures, broken into the following 10 departments: 

 

 Administration 

 Day Camp 

 Environment 

Brian  (given by Doug Good) 
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 Fireworks 

 Lake Safety 

 Membership 

 Recreation 

 Regatta 

 Sailing Program 

 Summer Sounds 

 

Brian would like each Board member to respond by 

December 2
nd

 with the following: 

  1) General recommendations on cost reductions by 

department, and 

  2) A 2015 budget request for any department you are 

responsible for. 

Please think not only of cost reductions but also of ways to 

find increased revenue.  With that information Brian will 

have an initial budget for 2015 ready by the middle of 

November. He requested the next Board meeting be 

scheduled around that time to start working on next year. 

 

Driftwords 

 

Toby and Doug Arrand will be sending in articles.  Beth 

needs these articles the week of October 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Beth 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emergency Contact List 

 

We think of emergency is fire rescue but this summer we 

experienced the blue-green algae.  Mayor Ron Holman sent 

a letter at the beginning of October to the Minister of 

Environment and Climate Change regarding the water 

quality of the Upper Rideau Lake  

 

Karen Hunt from the Lake Networking Group is putting 

together an emergency contact list for 

Dr. Paula Stewart, Medical Officer of Health, Leeds, 

Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit.  It was decided in 

the meeting that those contacts from the BRLA will be 

Doug Good, Lyse Prendergast, and  

All 
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info@bigrideaulakeassociation.com which is monitored by 

Mary Sue Evans.  

 

   
Road Committees 

 

Doug G said we can make mileage on membership.  Identify 

the contact person for these committees.  Bill suggested we 

take the approach about the lake.  How do we coordinate, 

collaborate and share information on road maintenance.  

John said at his road association meetings it is different 

because the BRLA is about the lake not the road. 

 

Can we come up with an insurance policy that can help out 

road associations?  John agrees that we should work with 

the associations.   

 

Doug K acknowledges that islanders are paying the same 

tax rates but do not have the same service i.e garbage pick- 

up.  Doug G said this could he will write an article in for 

this in Driftwords.  It was mentioned that possible road 

associations could become corporate members but how 

would this effect those that are already members.   

 

All 

Lake Links  

 

The RVCA have asked people to do water testing on 

October 22 – 23.  Doug G has volunteered.  There are 5 

locations around the lake.  This will be accumulated in a 

report by next year.  It was suggested that we invite RVCA 

to speak at next year’s AGM.   

 

Water testing could be mentioned in the President’s report 

for Driftwords. 

 

 

 

 

Doug Good 

Centennial Ideas 

 

Beth received a quote for a minimum of 500 calendars 

printed at $2.00 each.  Doug G said John Watt’s has over 

1200 pictures.  Highlight several cottages per page and also 

include lake scenes.  Beth suggested that Lyse send out an 

email asking people to send in pictures.  We would need 

these pictures by the beginning of January.   

All 

mailto:info@bigrideaulakeassociation.com
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John spoke to Dallas Kennedy at the Shipwreck about 

another dinner dance in August.  John asked if we could 

raise the number of people but we cannot go past 80. 

 

Septic Systems 

 

John said we as an association want the township to do 

something with cottage septic systems.  They need to take a 

step to enforce a mandatory inspection.  John would like the 

following to be motioned at the next Board meeting. 

 

WHEREAS the Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District Health 

Unit advised by a media release on August 14, 2014 that 

blue-green algae bloom had been confirmed at McNally's 

Bay in Upper Rideau Lake; AND WHERAS toxins were 

confirmed to be present in the blue-green algae bloom and a 

resultant warning was given to cottagers and their pets in 

McNalley’s Bay not to drink or swim in the water; AND 

WHEREAS Big Rideau Lake is a sister lake to 

Upper Rideau Lake and our Big Rideau Lake Association 

(hereafter "Association") is desirous of helping our sister 

lake in their fight to eliminate the conditions that allow for 

blue-green algae blooms; AND WHEREAS the Association 

is desirous of requesting the Municipalities who border our 

lake and that of Upper Rideau Lake being, Rideau Lakes, 

Tay Valley and Drummond North Elmsley Townships 

(hereafter the "Townships") to create and enforce 

regulations to protect both lakes; 

  

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Association requests that the 

Townships forthwith take the necessary steps to implement 

and enforce a mandatory septic system re-inspection 

programme on all waterfront properties with mandatory 

remedial action, where necessary, to require all septic 

systems which are failing to be replaced. 

  

Consented to and passed by the Directors of the Association 

this _____ day of November, 2014 

 

 

 

 

Next Board Meeting 

 

Saturday November  15 –  9:30 am Portland Community 

Hall 

 

  

 


