
 

 

Mayor R. Holman and Council members   September 23rd, 2016 
Township of Rideau Lakes 
1439 Cty. Rd. 8, Chantry, Ontario 
K0E 1Go 
                        RE: Proposal to reduce waste transfer station hours and days of service  
                                   for water access only property owners within the Township 
Mr. Mayor and Councilors; 
  
 The Big Rideau Lake Association represents a large population of seasonal and 
permanent residents who have properties touching the waters of Big Rideau Lake within 
the Township of Rideau Lakes. A large portion of the waterfront population is composed 
of seasonal ratepayers situated on islands and mainland areas that have no means of 
access to their properties except by means of water transport. The water access only 
ratepayers represent a large community within the greater waterfront community of 
ratepayers that includes seasonal mainland properties with road access and four season 
waterfront ratepayers. Together this waterfront community forms a strong segment of 
the total township ratepayer population. In the March 24th 2016 edition of the Review 
Mirror the Mayor stated that 60% of the total realty tax revenues are from seasonal 
waterfront properties (that figure did not account for four season waterfront 
properties). The water access only ratepayers are paying the same provincial and 
township realty taxes as ratepayers who enjoy road access to their properties (seasonal 
and permanent). While the actual rating may have been assigned by MPAC, the 
Township is a direct beneficiary from the water accessed properties but without the 
higher encumbrances associated with the road connected land based properties.  
 

The proposed reduction of waste collection days and hours would pose a hardship 
on the population of water access only residents. There is a long history of this specific 
community not receiving its fair share of support from the Township. I first became 
aware of the inequity of treatment in the late 80’s when the Township was faced with 
increasing numbers of waste bags left alongside the Portland waste management site 
every Sunday and holiday Monday. The Township tried many ways to accommodate this 
end of weekend waste problem. The last attempt was to offer water access only 
ratepayers a reasonable opportunity to deposit waste bags, properly tagged, in specific 
waste collection sites during those times at the end of regular and long weekends. It was 
not an ideal solution but it was better than anything previous. The service commenced 
on the long May Victoria Day weekend and continued through to Labour Day. The key 
point is that the Township tried to assist its water access ratepayers with a working 
compromise to access the waste collection process. It was not an ideal solution but there 
was awareness by the Township to assist that specific part of the township population. 
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The latest proposal put forward is to reduce the days and reduce the total hours on 
each day of the service designed for water access only ratepayers. On three main counts, 
I submit, this is not a wise thing to do. 

• One: The water access only population is paying the same tax rate as the non 
water based population but receives fewer services including waste removal- an 
already unequal access process is being further compromised by eliminating an 
additional 60 % of the time available for the collection stations.  

• Two:  The total waterfront population, viewed as a separate community within 
the Township pays tax revenues that warrant more Township support, not less. 
At the 60% total tax revenue level from the seasonal properties, continued 
accommodation at the existing hours of the special waste site collection stations 
for water access only residents is a minimum standard to be maintained. 

• Three: Just where does Council think the waste is going to go to if these 
reductions are implemented?  Be prepared for more unauthorized dumping on 
side roads and any other place the seasonal (and some permanent property 
owners) will resort to. The situation then becomes not just a question of equitable 
treatment but it will also create an eyesore, visible and not visible, on roadways 
throughout the Township along with the associated real health and animal 
threats. 

 
The waterfront community, permanent and seasonal, continues to grow. There are 

inequities in the return to those waterfront communities for the amount of taxes paid. 
To reduce a most important service to the water access only population is not just a 
simple economic adjustment to find economies, it represents a regression to a time 
when the seasonal and permanent waterfront property ratepayers were not recognized 
as a community having specific needs that included having access to the safe disposal of 
household waste. The Township’s water access only community needs more 
consideration now than it ever has before, not less. 

 
I would ask that you do not implement this reduction in service and, at least, retain 

the present system if Council is not prepared to expand it. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted; 
 
 
 
 
Douglas Kirkland 
Chair, BRLA Government Affairs Committee 
kirkstratinc@sympatico.ca 
613-223-9900 


