
Question & Answer Report 

to Candidates for Mayor in Township of Rideau Lakes 

Moderated by Doug Kirkland,  
BRLA Director of Government Relations 

 

This report is a last minute question and answer with the two candidates for the 
office of mayor of the Township of Rideau Lakes.  Both candidates have council 
experience in the Township of Rideau Lakes (TRL).  

 Alphabetically, the first candidate to introduce is Mr. Rob Dunfield. Rob 
ran a very successful business on Hwy 15 at the top of the hill for many years. He 
built a large customer base and sold the business about eight years ago. He was a 
Councillor for Ward One and then in the 2012 election he ran for Mayor coming 
just short by 73 votes, a very close margin. He is currently the manager at the 
Rideau Lakes Golf Course overlooking Upper Rideau Lake. He has lived year 
round for more than 20 years on the shores of Big Rideau Lake near the entrance 
to Murphy’s Bay.   

 The second candidate is Mr. Arie Hoogenboom, who represented South 
Elmsley (Ward 2) in the current term. Arie has extensive qualifications as a 
municipal manager and worked at several locations, choosing to begin his first 
retirement property in South Elmsley and recently purchased a water property on 
Bass Lake. Arie is very familiar with the workings of a municipal government, 
both from his many years as a Senior Manager and as a local Councillor. 

 Both candidates are very capable with different approaches to solutions. 

 The BRLA Board has decided not to make any endorsements. The words of 
the candidates will speak for themselves. The candidates are listed by 
alphabetical priority for order of presentation 

 The format is a repeat of the question asked followed by the response of 
each candidate. 

________________ 

 

Question 1: Will your administration routinely advise the BRLA of planning 
issues, including original development, renovations, variance applications and 
septic installations? 



Related question: Will you ensure that committee members on planning issues 
are aware of the requirement to adhere to the township and county Official Plans 

Related question: The TRL Construction, Demolition and Change of Use Bylaw 
has not been updated since 1999. Is it not time to revisit and change according to 
recent decisions and procedures? One significant move would be to require septic 
plans to be filed along with any renovation, or new build permits. 

Mr. Dunfield’s response: 

The planning act requires that only close neighbours be advised. I will make sure 
the full agenda item is online prior to the applicant’s submission. This has not 
been done in the past. This will make items of business transparent and available 
to all interested parties. As part of the site plan application it will be made 
mandatory that septic plans be filed as well as waterfront revitalization plans. 
This would be a change from past practices. 

Mr. Hoogenboom’s response: 

Yes. I will try to get the Planning Committee to include the BRLA on 
distribution/notice list for applications on your lake.  There should be formal 
training for Planning Committee members as these issues are often complicated 
and the Twp. And County OPs are not the most friendly documents to try and 
understand. I would suggest that ANY bylaws on the books for over 10 years need 
a review. The OP and Zoning Bylaws will be prioritized under my leadership. 

_________________ 

 

Question 2: Will your administration undertake to give training to Council 
members sitting on technical committees to learn the intricacies of the work they 
are asked to do? 

Mr. Dunfield’s response:  

Yes. When I was in my first term on Council it took almost a year to have some 
form of understanding the Planning Act. I think Council should open the 
opportunity of being part of this planning act committee to include folks with 
related experience from the public to be part of this important committee. 

Mr. Hoogenboom’s response: 

The most technical committee is the Planning Committee and I would try to place 
members on it that have an interest and an aptitude to learn. We do not have a 



Finance Committee as the entire Council serves as such in Committee of the 
Whole. As recommended by the Ombudsman basic municipal financial training 
is a must for all members and I believe can be delivered by our Treasurer who is a 
CA. 

Question 3: Will you increase the number of mandatory septic inspections to 
1,500 per year ?   editor’s note: Current level is 500 and Twp. not meeting that 
target 

Mr. Dunfield’s response: 

The mandatory inspections of septic systems are a must. Any system over 10 
years old, or when a house or property is sold, should be inspected. This should 
be identified in our Official Plan. It should include not only waterfront properties, 
including islands, but also properties in our villages, hamlets and outlying rural 
areas. The Township of Rideau Lakes has 30 lakes with over 5200 lakefront 
properties. If we continue with our current program it would take over 30 years 
to complete one cycle of inspections. I believe we could complete 500 inspections 
per year 

Mr. Hoogenboom’s response: 

Possibly over time. My immediate commitment is to convince the Council to 
double the number to 300 in 2019. I want to be sure we have adequate staff 
resources and finances to do this properly. We also need to undertake an 
education program and encourage citizens to report known abuses. As the 
program expands we will be better able to assess its effectiveness working in 
partnership with the various Conservation Authorities.   

__________________ 

 

Question 4: Will you convene some form of annual forum with Lake 
Associations meeting Township staff and Councillors? 

Mr. Dunfield’s Response: 

I truly believe waterfront resident’s input is needed and duly represented at the 
Council table. 

To ensure this, I would recommend all our associations be appropriately 
represented at the Council level. A Committee of Council can be set up to listen 
and deal with the concerns and wishes of all lake associations. Existing 
Committees of Council currently represent our community halls, recreation and 



beautification committees. A member from each lake association along with one 
Councillor from each ward would form this committee. This would allow all 
concerns to be funnelled through Council and subsequently acted upon.  It will 
give your association a strong voice with your elected representatives and enable 
concrete plans to go forward for lake sustainability. 

The future of our lakes requires effective communication between Council and all 
Lake Associations. The Committee I am proposing will provide an excellent 
communication tool for all concerned. 

My opponent has more than once turned down support for the BRLA while I have 
supported them and asked for their request to be included in the 2018 budget. I 
support covering costs associated with water quality studies and the like. I feel 
supporting these programs as they arise would be beneficial to our residents, our 
lakes and to the Township. It would be money well spent. 

I believe one of the most positive things for our planning department would be to 
put together a development model for all our lakes in the Township. It would help 
us have better watershed management and would include recreational use 
models. Partnerships with Conservation Authorities, Parks Canada (for Rideau 
Canal lakes and streams), lake associations and area full time residents along 
with Council are necessary to create success. 

There does exist data that can be used to develop a new water quality and 
recreational use based model. 

I truly believe waterfront resident’s input is needed, properly solicited and duly 
represented at the Council table. To ensure this I would recommend all our lake 
associations be appropriately represented at Council level. A Committee of 
Council can be set up to listen and deal with the concerns and wishes of all lake 
associations. Existing Committees of Council currently represent our community 
halls, recreation and beautification committees. A member from each lake 
association along with one Councillor from each ward would form this new 
committee. This would allow all concerns to be funnelled through Council and 
subsequently acted upon. It will give your association a strong voice with your 
elected representatives and enable concrete plans to go forward for lake 
sustainability. 

The future of our lakes requires effective communication between Council and all 
lake associations. This committee will provide an excellent communication tool 
for all concerned. 



My competitor has more than once turned down support for the BRLA while I 
have supported them and asked for their request to be included in the 2018 
budget. I support covering costs associated with water quality studies and the 
like. I feel supporting these programs as they arise would be beneficial to our 
lakes, for the Township and money well spent. 

I believe one of the most positive things for our planning department would be to 
put together a planning model for all lakes within the Township. 

Control over the phosphorus entering into our lake bodies from faulty septic 
systems and agricultural run off must be better managed than it is presently. 
2018 witnessed new algae bloom spots and they came much earlier in the year.  
Control of phosphorus entering the water must be managed so our water supply 
is not further degraded by phosphorous and control of it needs to be a key 
component of any lake development plan. 

The lake management plan will be added as an appendix to the Township Official 
Plan to be used as a guide when developing property on our lakes. The lake 
associations can help by providing the key site data accumulated to show problem 
areas and identify controls.  This is one way lake associations can play a key role 
in the future of our lakes. 

I fully support funding for special water quality and waterfront studies. I refer to 
“muskokalakes.civicweb.net”. Muskoka Lakes conducted a study in 2016 and if 
BRLA were to run a similar program it would be well supported by myself. We 
need to keep our water clean in all our lakes. Council should support these 
initiatives for the future of our economic and personal health rests on pristine 
water conditions. 

Mr. Hoogenboom’s response: 

Yes absolutely 

___________________     

Question 5: Given the past support for private roads, what are you prepared to 
do for the islanders who are a community on Big Rideau lake of close to 80 family 
units? A token garbage collection at a time convenient to the Township is not an 
effective answer. 

Mr. Dunfield’s response: 

All taxpayers have a right to equal services. Islands do challenge us when it comes 
to garbage. Many folks take their garbage home for disposal. Others do rely on 
the Township for services. Folks like myself, situated on private lanes, also have a 



garbage problem like the islanders. We will require further consultation with all 
parties to resolve this situation. 

Mr. Hoogenboom’s response: 

Garbage service to islanders is a complicated problem and there has been abuse 
of the system. As a minimum I support the status quo but would want to hear 
from the BRLA other viable options. The Township cannot logistically offer 
garbage collection to ALL seasonal residents at a time to their liking. 

 

Short Closing Statements 

Mr. Dunfield: 

Thank your for asking my opinion with these questions.  

Having lived all my youthful life as a summer resident on Upper Beverley Lake 
and Big Rideau Lake and then made the decision to own property on Big Rideau 
Lake, now for 35 years, I do appreciate the concerns the BRLA brings toward the 
betterment of our community. Not only for the quality of our water but also the 
fish populations, natural habitat, natural growth and the wildlife that will affect 
our future generations. As your Mayor, I truly believe all of the Township of 
Rideau Lakes requires the same commitment and passion I have seen from 
members of the BRLA. Thank you for that. 

Mr. Hoogenboom: 

I am a former permanent 10-year lakefront resident and current cottage owner 
on Bass Lake so I appreciate the efforts made by the BRLA to contribute to our 
Planning process and to engage your membership in this election. 

 


