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Visitation (to July 2016) 

Lockages + 20.4% 
Moorings + 8.0% 
Vessels + 7.4% 



Promotions 2016  

New – Buy a Boat at the Show and get a Free 
Seasonal Lockage Pass (Ottawa, Toronto and 
Montreal) 
Returned – 2 for 1 for May and June  
Returned – Free Lockage on Canada Day  



Enhancing Visitor Experience 
•  Ottawa Boat Cruises 
•  Return of Voyageur Canoe Program 
•  oTENTiks at Nicholsons, Beveridges and Brewers 
•  Davis Lockmaster House 
•  Free lockage in 2017 
•  Exciting Canada 150 events in planning stages 
•  More partnering opportunities being explored 

across the Waterway 



Working to Deliver a Better Canal 
•  Many different offerings returning and 

introducing new ways to reach wider 
audience. 

•  Will use 2017 to bring even more people to 
our UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

•  Working with partners like you helps our 
work.  

•  But there are other issues which are also part 
of our regular, day-to-day work. 



In-water Construction 
The following, among other things, are considered to be in-water, shoreline works and 
related activities over which Parks Canada has jurisdiction: 

•  Docks and boatlifts  
•  Boathouses & boat ports  
•  Dredging including the removal or relocation of sunken logs, stumps or rocks  
•  Shoreline stabilization  
•  Beach creation  
•  Inland boatslips and mooring basins  
•  Launch ramps  
•  Marine railways  
•  Waterlines  
•  Mooring buoys, swimming buoys, swimming rafts, and water ski courses and ramps  
•  In-water and shoreline works in narrow channels  
•  In-water and shoreline works in wetlands  



Infrastructure 
•  Parks Canada is investing an unprecedented $3 billion over 5 

years to support infrastructure work to heritage, visitor, 
waterway, and highway assets located within national historic 
sites, national parks, and national marine conservation areas 
across Canada. 

•  As part of this historic investment, more than $100 million has 
been announced for the Rideau Canal National Historic Site.   

•  The funding will be used to rehabilitate and repair bridges, 
dams, locks and historic masonry structures in communities 
along the Canal. This will improve the quality and reliability of 
visitor facilities and continue to allow Canadians to experience 
and enjoy this cherished UNESCO World Heritage Site. 



Infrastructure: Projects 

•  Completed - First Phase of Canal wall repairs in downtown 
Ottawa, Poonamalie Earth Dam, Old Sly's Weir, historic 
masonry repairs at Upper Brewers Lock 43. 

•  In 2017 - Rehabilitation of Burritts Rapids Swing bridge (the 
oldest bridge crossing the Canal), Kingston Mills Swing and 
Fixed Bridges, Upper Nicholsons Dams, Edmunds weir and 
Lock 25, Black Rapids Dam and Lock 13, the next phase of 
the Ottawa canal wall repairs (Bank St. to Pig Island, eastern 
shore) and Jones Falls concrete bridge. 



Colonel By Island 
•  Administered by Parks Canada. 
•  Currently looking at a number of different 

future models for its use, including 
partnerships. 

•  Other opportunities could include 
oTENTiks, camping and lodging, and a 
more active presence on-site. 



Management Planning 
•  The Rideau Canal’s Management Plan was last 

updated in 2005.  

•  Since then:   
–  Cycle extended to ten years, with strengthened 

implementation and monitoring procedures put in 
place throughout.  

–  Plans now more integrated, strategic and results-
based. Emphasis is placed on objectives (what will be 
accomplished) instead of specific management 
actions (how it will be accomplished).  



Management Planning 

Open Houses In June and July:  
•  Monday, June 20 -- Dow's Lake Pavilion, Ottawa; 
•  Wednesday, June 22 -- Rideau Canal Visitor 

Centre Amphitheatre, Smith Falls;  
•  Monday, June 27 -- Chaffey's Lock Community 

Hall; and  
•  Wednesday, July 27 -- Kingston City Hall, 

Kingston.  



Management Planning 
•  Draft management plan expected to be finalized in the fall. 
•  Full consultation process will begin and run through most of 

the fall and possibly early winter. 
•  Online, in-person, email and other opportunities will be 

provided to stakeholders to get involved. 
•  Will be looking to organizations like Big Rideau Lake 

Association to provide input, guidance. 
•  Final plan will be delivered by the Minister in the House of 

Commons in spring 2017. 
•  Questions, concerns or contributions pertaining to 

management planning always welcome through e-mail 
address (RideauCanal.Info@pc.gc.ca).  



Water Management 
•  Water management during summer 2016 

very challenging. 
•  Unseasonably high temperatures and wind 

caused extreme drought conditions. 
•  Water levels were approaching winter 

levels in early August. 
•  Recent rains have helped, but situation 

still considered sensitive. 



Water Management 
•  Water level management on the Rideau 

Canal a delicate balancing act between: 
– Environment (Wildlife and Fishery) 
– Green Energy 
– Navigation Mandate 
– Water Supply 



Water Management 
•  During summer 2016 our outreach to 

stakeholders and media has been continual. 
•  Information posted to website, social media 

provided almost real-time, usable data for all 
interested parties. 

•  Going forward, we will continue to evolve our 
information delivery systems to keep our 
partners informed and engaged in the water 
management process and during urgent 
situations. 



Canada 150  
•  Season 2017: Ontario Waterways has 

established a Canada 150 steering 
committee.  

•  Committee will coordinate the planning and 
execution of signature events. 

•  It is also engaging with the local community 
groups and municipalities to coordinate local 
events along both waterways.  



QUESTIONS? 


