
Government Relations Committee Briefing notes 
 
BRLA Board meeting   Saturday June 17th, 2016 
 
One should always be careful when getting what one wishes for. I had a fair idea 
the Township of the Rideau Lakes all by itself might keep me busy but if there is 
one truth over this past two years it has to be that I had no idea just how much 
this Township needs to be watched! 
 
OMB Hearing   The hearing findings have been given and the Township is 
downplaying the results. Notably, they are not crowing about it either. We went 
into this appeal of a Committee of Adjustment decision on the Earle property 
because it was so obvious a disregard for their own published rules of planning 
conduct and their own adopted Official Plan. The hearing officer allowed the 
building to be built under a set of new imposed conditions. 
Of note: 

• The 12.5 meter setback is not allowed, the set back of both the building 
and the septic system must be a minimum of 15 meters from the high 
water mark at the mark closest to the structure and to the septic. The 
septic positioning therefore is measured from the existing cut back for the 
old boathouse that is an additional 3 m in from the natural shoreline high 
water mark. This will pose strong limitations of having a building and 
septic that fits within those conditions. The hearing officer did allow for a 
structure to be less than 800 sq. feet. 

• The proponent must establish a native vegetative buffer on the 15 m 
setback 

• The proponent must add a phosphate capture unit to the proposed septic 
installation. 

• The township must follow its own prescribed rules in the Township 
Official Plan respecting landscape values, protection of the waterway and 
provision of an official survey and plan of development prior to any 
construction. 

• A very strong note that the imposed conditions will be registered on title 
for the property leaving a clear direction to the proponent that must be 
conformed with. 

The hearing Officer was very strong in his comments on adhering to the Official 
Plan and that the 15 m setback is an absolute and cannot be changed as a minor 
variance. 
 
When the Township planner presented the findings to the Committee of 
Adjustment on June 8th, she explained these points to the Committee. The Chair 
expressed genuine surprise that they did not have the power to change set backs 
and disregard the Official Plan. 
 
 
 
A new problem on the table: 



The RVCA and causeway access from mainland to island properties or causeways 
crossing watercourses sparked very animated and difficult time for the 
Councilors on the Committee of Adjustment and for two other Councilors who 
came to the meeting to hear and voice disapproval of the RVCA position. The 
meeting was to hear from RVCA staff on routine RVCA position in response to a 
plan of development by a landowner on Bacchus Island at the north end of the 
main body of Lower Rideau Lake. The Province has instituted a flood plane level 
of a 100 year flood level to be adhered to by every private roadway or public 
roadway where a causeway links to land areas by means of a constructed 
causeway. This is province wide involving probably in excess of 100k causeways 
throughout the province. All Conservation Authorities are directed to hold 
approvals to all developments (new or renovated) where the present height of an 
existing causeway is less that the projected height of a 100 year flood! RVCA has 
now completed the establishment of that 100 year flood plain and, in the case of 
this proposal on Bacchus island (renovation to an existing structure) the cause 
has to be raised by a considerable amount and if it s not raised, RVCA will not 
approve. This is not just Township of Rideau Lakes, it is every municipal 
authority throughout the Province and instituting this new standard will 
effectively crash land values, place great and unanticipated financial stress on 
present landowners and will be reflected in reduced new revenues for 
municipalities. The staff from RVCA did allow that staff could be overruled by the 
RVCA Board but the timing needed to take place to for this action before the end 
of June or nothing would happen before September at the earliest. Effectively, 
renovation or new building where a causeway is present will not be able to 
proceed, if at all, before late in the Fall. There is no answer to this situation in 
sight at present. The situation is fluid. Staff cannot disregard the Province’s edict. 
The Province is using the 100 year flood level to avoid potential liability for 
allowing a causeway to become unsafe for access in or out where water is over the 
causeway and that may imperil the well being of persons on either side to the 
causeway. 
Doug Good may have further updates on this for us in time for the meeting. 
This is a hot topic for all private landowners needing permits to build or renovate 
on land where the primary access is by a road over a causeway. 
 
 
Doug Kirkland   


