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Before beginning my prepared portion, I want to say how grateful this 
Association is to have Mr. Peter Hannah as a contributing member. 
Planning issues are invariably tied to Government Relations and I can 
tell you I have come to lean on and respect Peter’s take on Planning 
items that come up. Planning has one of those language subsets that 
require a new vocabulary. Peter is the dictionary and the planning 
thinker. We are better off for Peter’s help to our Planning issues. 
 
To begin: a follow up from last year.  
You may recall, I reported on the BRLA  appeal of a controversial 
decision by the Township of Rideau Lakes Committee of Adjustment 
that allowed a structure and septic system within the mandated 15 
meters from the shoreline. The appeal was not given because the 
Township retreated from the initial positions and changed their 
ruling, with the applicant’s consent, to generally conform to the 
Official Plan. In the intervening year there have been no Committee 
of Adjustment decisions to challenge. Just coincidence, perhaps?  As 
we stated last year, things would be fine if the Council just sticks to 
their own rules and it becomes a win situation for all concerned. 
 
The news this year is this portfolio is looking to create a larger 
coalition of Lake Associations to get all seasonal and permanent 
electors to vote in the 2018 municipal elections in our area, with a 
primary focus on the Rideau Canal lakes and canal portions. 
Politicians look at polling returns and can see where they have to 
focus their attention during their term. Historically, seasonal 
property owners and the increasing number of permanent resident 
properties have shown very low poll numbers. Consequently the 
resources go elsewhere during a term of office. In the Township of 
Rideau Lakes, there will be a system implemented in 2018 to allow 
eligible voters to cast their votes electronically. The old problem of 
travelling from a main residence or even from a permanent 
waterfront residence to a polling station is being removed. Getting 
out the vote in a municipal election in the Township of Rideau Lakes 
is now a matter of going on your computer at wherever you are and 
making that vote. The elected mayor and councillors will see a spike 
in a poll number and will remain cognizant of those waterfront 
residents, whether seasonal or permanent when voting on resource 



allocations. If the vote gets out I expect there will be a change in 2019 
towards some funding and a much better awareness of TRL  
Councillors to matters involving the lake and the lake community. 
Please contact me for your opinions or questions.  
kirkstratinc@sympatico.ca 
 


