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December 15, 2016

Ontario Waterways Associate Director’s Office
34 Beckwith Street, South
Smiths Falls, Ontario

Dear Rideau Canal Confrere,

I am writing to advise you that the schedule for the Rideau Canal management planning
process has been revised in order to ensure fulsome and quality consultation with all concerned
parties.

It has always been the position of Parks Canada that the parlicipation of Indigenous peoples,
residents, boaters, visitors and all types of partners is crucial to successfully charting the
strategic management direction of the Rideau Canal.

During our various engagements over the 2016 Navigation Season we received a great deal of
feedback including a desire for stakeholders to have more occasions to be engaged and provide
comment.

With that in mind, and in order to ensure that you see yourself/your organization in this
process and the resulting new management plan, the decision has been taken to change the
target completion date from March 2017 to March 2018.

The Rideau Canal Parks Canada Team will take this opportunity to coordinate further
opportunities for engagement and consultation with the intent that all parties have multiple
chances to be heard. Additional open houses will occur during the 2017 navigation season in
communities all along the Canal. A draft plan, prepared in advance and made publicly available,
will serve as the focus of these meetings. Details of these engagements and others will be well
advertised in advance through various media outlets and provided through regular updates and
through the Rideau Canal website at http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/lhn-nhs/on/rideau/index.aspx.
In the meantime, and as always, I invite you to share any feedback you have about the Rideau
Canal by sending an e-mail to rideaucanal-infopc.gc.ca.

Management planning helps to ensure Parks Canada delivers on its commitments to heritage
places on behalf of Canadians. We will ensure that you have your opportunity to provide input
and help shape the future of the Rideau Canal National Historic Site and UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

I thank you for your efforts thus far and look forward to further fruitful exchanges.

Sincerely,

Joh R. F starin
Associate or
Ontario Waterways
Parks Canada
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